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Functional cognitive impairment: A new concept in neuropsychiatry
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Abstract

Due to the high prevalence of different levels of memory disorders and amnesia, many
psychiatry and psychology referrals are due to the fear of diseases that cause dementia, including
Alzheimer's disease. However, many of these disorders have internal causes and can be classified
as functional cognitive disorders. Although the diagnosis of cognitive disorder is made by ruling
out organic causes, it is difficult to diagnose functional disorders, thus most of these disorders
are not diagnosed. It has been determined that depression, anxiety and behavioral disorders can
be precursors of mild cognitive impairment, but it has not been determined whether functional
cognitive impairment can also be a trigger or precursor for organic cognitive disorders related to
dementia. The typical form of functional cognitive disorder overlaps with the components of
attention and concentration. The coexistence of these disorders with depression can make the
diagnosis of functional cognitive disorders more difficult. Therefore, it is important to rule out
pseudodementia due to depression before making such a diagnosis. Since functional cognitive
impairment occur in the midlife period, these disorders are differentially diagnosed with early-
onset neurodegenerative disorders. Regardless of the research conducted in the field of
diagnosing functional cognitive disorders, no definitive diagnostic criteria have been determined
for these disorders, and the long-term prognosis of these disorders is also unknown.
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- Behavioral disorders

- Organic cognitive disorders

- Memory perfectionism

- Memory block

- Pennington, Hayre, Newson & Coulthard

- Elsey, Drew, Jones, Blackburn, Wakefield & et al

1. Wakefield, Blackburn, Harkness, Khan, Reuber & et al
- Bharambe & Larner

- Bhome, McWilliams, Huntley, Fleming & Howard

. Rock, Roiser, Riedel & Blackwell
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- Cognitive functional disorders
- Ballard

- Albert, Chein & Steinberg

- Functional
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